
April 2022

S E M Á : T H  

S U M A S  F I R S T  N A T I O N  

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

In this Issue: 

Page 2: Office Closure.

Page 3: Pancake Breakfast!

Page 4: Annual Spring Clean Up. 

Page 5: Community Immunity.

Page 6: SFN Election Updates. 

Page 8: Kilgard Crossfit Program

Page 9: Busy Bear Pre-School Updates.

Page 12: Grants Update. 

Page 14: Lands Update.

Page 16: Wood Stove Exchange Program.

Page 17: Congratulations to our Students!

Page 19: Job Opportunities.

Page 24: Halq'eméylem Words of the Month.

Next Issue Date: 

May 06, 2022



OFFICE CLOSURE

for  more informat ion:  
emai l  communicat ions@sumasf irstnat ion.com Page 2

April 15, 2022 
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Easter Monday
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April 2022

Éy Swáyel,

Reminder  to  parents  that  we wi l l  be closed Good Fr iday and Easter
Monday.

DATES TO REMEMBER:                                                              
                  

                Apri l  15th-Good Fr iday-Center  c losed.
                Apri l  18th-Easter  Monday-Center  c losed.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Fr iendly  reminder  to  regis ter  your  ch i ld  for  k indergarten.  Regis t rat ion i s
now open at  Upper  Sumas ,  I rene Ke l leher  ( schools  that  are in  th i s
catchment) .  

LANGUAGE
We are work ing on a new song in  Halq ’emey lem with  A iden as  wel l  as
cont inu ing the words  that  we have been learn ing in  preschool  the last
few weeks .  Thank you ,  A iden,  for  teaching us !

ELDERS VISITS
We are exc i ted to  have our  E lders  coming to  v i s i t  us  in  Apr i l ,  May ,  and
June.  They  wi l l  be shar ing the i r  cu l tu ra l  knowledge and songs wi th  the
chi ldren and s taff .  

GARDEN
I n  the Fa l l  we p lanted tu l ip  bu lbs  wi th  the ch i ldren in  the garden.  The
f lowers  are s tar t ing to  b loom now with  spr ing ar r i v ing.  P lease take a
walk  wi th  your  l i t t le  ones  to  “en joy  the tu l ips” .



Busy Bear  Preschool  Update
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BUTTERFLIES  

Every year we order butterfly larvae. It is an exciting time for the children to observe how

the caterpillars from a chrysalis and then emerge as butterflies. After our butterflies have

hatched, the children release them. 

EMERGENY & ACTIVITY KITS 

We have activity and emergency kits with grocery gift cards for each family available for

pick up at the center. Contact us if you would like to arrange for drop off.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKHSOP 

March 4 – 6, 2022 the staff attended a Health through Wellness Approach to Team

Building workshop with Tara Mclaughlin (First Nations Health Authority, Aboriginal Head

Start on Reserve advisor). Thank you to Tara for an excellent workshop! Tara will be

facilitating more Professional Development workshops for staff in the future.
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Busy Bear  Preschool  Update



The staff attending a Health through Wellness Approach to Team Building workshop with Tara Mclaughlin 

RACHEL ON HOLIDAYS 

Rachel will be on holidays between March 28th to April 14th,2022. If you have any

questions or concerns while she is away, please talk to a supervising teacher in your

child’s class (Marlana in the daycare program and Grace in the I/T program). They will be

in contact with Rachel if needed.

FRIENDLY REMINDER

We close at 5pm. We understand that there may be times you may not be able to pick up

your children on time. We just ask you please call us or text via the HiMama app.

 IN CLOSING…

We hope you have a very Happy Easter! 

Ts’ithóme tsel – thank you,
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GRANTS UPDATE
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GRANTS UPDATE
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LANDS & RESOURCES DEPARTMENT UPDATE
The Lands and Resources  Department  has  been very  busy .  We
contr ibute to  week ly  po l icy  rev iews/rev is ions ;  we part ic ipated in  the
Semá:th  St rategic  P lann ing sess ion ,  and we are tak ing Survey  T ra in ing
with  Natura l  Resources  Canada.   

SFN BIOLOGIST RESIGNATION
Above a l l  th i s ,  we have been prepar ing for  the res ignat ion of  Carr ie
Mi l sop.  Carr ie  was the Lands & Resource B io logis t ;  she has  been a
great  asset  to  our  team,  and she wi l l  be missed.  We wish  her  wel l  in
a l l  her  future  endeavours !

VAL SAM & MURRAY SAM
At the end of  Apr i l ,  Va l  Sam and Murray  Sam are leav ing Sema:th .  Val
has  been t ra in ing me for  e ight  months ;  once her  cont ract  has  ended,  I
w i l l  take on the Lands & Resources  Manager  pos i t ion .  Val  has  taught
me a lot  over  e ight  months ,  and I  wi l l  miss  our  dai l y  chats  and t ra in ing
sess ions .  Val  has  been a fantast ic  mentor ,  and I  am forever  indebted
to Val  for  her  generous  shar ing of  knowledge.  

INFLOW AND INFILTRATION SYSTEM UPGRADE
We have ass i s ted the Capi ta l ,  Hous ing & Publ ic  Works  Manager  wi th
the inf low and inf i l t rat ion sys tem upgrade wi th  R ight-of-Way
Agreements .  We have a few that  need to  be s igned,  and those CP
holders  who have yet  to  s ign off  on the agreements  wi l l  be contacted
di rect ly .  The SFN system must  be upgraded as  we are at  max capaci ty
wi th  the Ci ty  of  Abbotsford ,  and for  us  to  move forward wi th  new
homes and Economic Ventures ,  th i s  sys tem must  be upgraded.  I t  i s
imperat ive  to  have these R ight-of-Way Agreements  s igned to
commence the pro ject .  



LANDS DEPARTMENT UPDATE
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SITE VISITS
I  w i l l  be doing s i te  v i s i t s  and hav ing conversat ions  regu lar l y  wi th
those deve loping on our  lands .  The Genera l  Manager ,  Lands Off icer
and I  completed our  f i r s t  s i te  v i s i t  on Apr i l  5 ,  2022.  Over  the next  few
weeks ,  we wi l l  be mak ing our  way to  v i s i t  a l l  the s i tes  be ing
developed throughout  our  communi ty .  

UPDATING THE SFN LAND USE PLAN
The Lands Department  and Land Adv isory  Commit tee (LAC)  have
begun work ing wi th  D i l l ion  Consu l t ing on updat ing our  2018 Land Use
Plan (LUP) .  P lease know that  members  of  the LAC wi l l  be contact ing
you to  go over  an LUP Quest ionnai re .  The quest ionnai re  i s  35
quest ions ;  most  quest ions  are mul t ip le-choice.  The quest ionnai re
shou ldn ' t  take more than th i r ty  minutes  to  complete.  We wi l l  have
more deta i led informat ion about  the Land Use P lan out  to  you soon.



LANDS DEPARTMENT UPDATE
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WOOD STOVE EXCHANGE PROGRAM
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CONGRATULATIONS!
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Congratulat ions to Clayton Ritchie on achieving
Honour Rol l .  Honour Rol l  is  awarded to students

who show excel lence in their  studies.  Clayton is  a
dedicated student with excel lent  attendance.  Way

to go Clayton!
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Congratulat ions to Madelyn Ward on achieving
her Bachelor  of  F ine Arts at  The Univers i ty Of

The Fraser Val ley.  Madelyn plans to attend
Simon Fraser Univers i ty in  the Fal l  to achieve
her teaching degree to fo l low her passion of
becoming a teacher.  Congratulat ions and al l
the best  in  your future endeavors Madelyn!



CONGRATULATIONS!





JOB OPPORTUNITIES
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TS' IT -  greet /thank
OME-  second person s ingular
OLE -  second person p lura l

Ts ' itthome-thankyou,  s ingular
ts ' itchexw -  thankyou
Ts' itto le  -  thankyou a l l
Ts ' itthometse l  -  I  thankyou
Ts' itto letse l  -  I  thank you a l l


