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Want to be added to the 
Communication email list? 

Email 
communications@sumasfirstnation.com

Office Closure on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020 for Remembrance 
Day.  

We remember... Henry Kelly, Fred Kelly, J.E. Williams, 
Dorothy Clarke, and a special thanks to Kenneth Ned and 
others who served and never returned. 

Semá:thSemá:th



Important Upcoming 
Dates 

Sumas First Nation will be 
closed for the Christmas 
Holidays from Wednesday 
December 23, 2020 and 
reopen on Monday, January 
4th, 2021.

Sumas First Nation Christmas Community Dinner has 
been cancelled due to COVID-19 per COVID 19 
precautions and standing order by Chief and Council to 
protect Band membership, gift cards will be distributed in 
December. For more information, please provide contact 
information to the Communications Department:  
Communications@sumasfirstnation.com 

Community Burning 

Sunday November 8, 2020 is the 
Community Burning held in front of Health 
Building.
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Message from 
Constable Anderson 

Page 3



General Manager 
Announcment 

Aho! Wazani-wina hizaki-sana hinikaragi wi-no!

My name is Forrest Funmaker. I was born in Richmond, B.C. I was hired to 
be the new General Manager for Semá:th. I would like to take some time 
to introduce myself. I am enrolled member of the Great Ho-Chunk Nation 
of Wisconsin and the Anishinabek from Little Saskatchewan First Nation 
in Manitoba. My father, Walter Funmaker, had a Ph.D in Anthropology 
from the University of Minnesota and my mom, Marie Annharte Baker, is a 
successful poet here in Canada with a bachelor’s degree in English. I was 
brought up in Minneapolis, Minnesota and went to very progressive schools 
myself. I eventually got a A.A.S degree in Supervisory Management, a B.S 
in Marketing and Education and a M.Ed in Arts Education. For the past 16 
years, I have lived in the house my father gave me after he passed from 
cancer. I was told I needed to fill his roles within the Nation and that meant 
following our traditional ways. As the oldest son, I couldn’t say no. I have 
worked in a variety of positions within my Nation, which include being both an 
Executive Director of Education and an Executive Director of Administration. 
I have also held positions on our Ethics Committee, Constitutional Reform 
Task Force, and our Trust and Investment Committee. I look forward 
to serving the membership at the highest level of honesty, integrity and 
sincerity.

Wa’ini-gi-napsana,
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Communications 
Officer 

Good day, Sumas First Nation Community. My name is Kevin O’Neill. I am the 
Communications Officer. I come from Tsleil-Waututh Nation; I am the great-
grandson of Late Chief Dan George. I am excited to be working with SFN. I 
have fourteen years of experience working with BC First Nation Communities, 
both internally and externally. I have expertise in Social Media Marketing, 
Social Media Content Planning, Strategic Communications, Web Designing, 
Community Engagement and Public Relations. 

Do not hesitate to contact me with any communication needs. 

Email: kevin.oneill@sumasfirstnation.com or 
	  Communications@sumasfirstnation.com

Phone: 604-852-4041 EXT 215 
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Human Resource 
Specialist 

Carrie Lamb is a Sayisi Dene First 
Nation member with many years of 
HR experience supporting a variety 
of sectors.  As an HR professional, 
her perspective is people focused in 
developing talents across all levels within 
organizations to create a organization 
built on unity.  She looks forward to 
learning in her role and bringing her 
talents forward to help Sumas First Nation 
succeed.

Lands Clerk 

Hello everyone, my name is Chantal Douglas, I 
am the Sema:th Lands Clerk. Most of you know 
that I was the receptionist in the Lands and Admin 
building on Thursdays and Fridays, however I 
have moved on from that job and will now be 
working in the lands department. I look forward to 
continuing to work with not only the people in the 
office but also the people within the community.
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In April 2020 Ahmad Sarfraz joined 
Sumas First Nation  as ourFinance 
Manager.
Ahmad’s contact information is
Title: Sumas First Nation, Finance 
Manager, CPA, CGA
Email: Ahmad.sarfraz@
sumasfirstnation.com
Tel: 604-852-4041 EXT 209
Cell: 778-347-3702

In September 2020 Laureen Duerksen 
joined Sumas First Nation as our Interim 
Health & Wellness Manager.
Laureen’s contact information is
Title: Interim Health & Wellness manager, 
RN, BSN, M.Ed.
Email: 
Laureen.duerksen@sumasfirstnation.com
Tel: 604-852-4041 ext 103
Cell 604-226-2704



J. Richard W. Hall has an Honours Bachelor of Arts in Geography (1977) from the University 
of Western Ontario, a Master of Science in Geography from the University of Western Ontario 
(1980) and a Bachelor of Laws (1983) from the University of Victoria.

After Articling with Canadian Pacific Limited in 1983, he was called to the Bar in 1984 and since 
then has been a Member of the Law Society of British Columbia.

From 1984 to 1989 he held various positions with Chevron Canada Limited dealing with arbi-
trations, finance, human resources, marketing, real estate development, refinery and regulatory 
matters  - as an Associate Solicitor, a Personnel Specialist, a Benefits Administrator and a Market 
Development Representative.

From 1989 to 1994 on contract, he provided law and policy advice with various Administrative 
Boards and Tribunals in BC – the Labour Relations Board (Staff Lawyer), the Compensation 
Fairness Program (Legal Counsel to the Commissioner), the Transportation Financing Authority 
(Legal Counsel) and the Criminal Injures Program (Legal Officer).

In 1995 to 1997 he was a Senior Labour Relations Officer for Vancouver Hospital and Health 
Sciences Centre addressing complex labour relations issues.  After that, on contract, he was the 
inaugural Legal Counsel for the Vancouver School Board from 1997 to 2001 specializing in all 
aspects of education law.

In 2001 to 2005, he returned to health care as the Regional Director of Physician Human Re-
sources and Compensation for the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority. From 2005 to 2009 he 
was a Consultant to the public and private sector proving business and legal assistance, including 
drafting legal opinions for First Nations on land issues and Residential School files.

In 2009, he was appointed as an Adjudicator by the Solicitor General of Alberta dealing with 
incarcerated persons in Alberta Correctional facilities. Shortly after that, he was appointed under 
a Governor In Council appointment to become the Chair and CEO of the Transportation Appeal 
Tribunal of Canada (2009 to 2013).

From 2013 to 2014, until the collapse in the world oil price, he was the President of the Tulita Dis-
trict Land Corporation in the NWT, assisting the Sahtu Dene and Metis in their shale oil resource 
development through interactions with the oil industry, the NWT Government and the Federal 
Government.

After short term contracts in 2015 to 2016, he became Independent Counsel with Lions Gate Law 
(2016 to 2020) providing mortgage and line of credit legal services to financial institutions in the 
lower mainland.
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Home Energy Audits 

To learn more or sign up, please 
contact: 
Malonie Langthorne
Employment & Training Manager 
Sumas First Nation
Phone: (604) 807-1222
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Kilgard Brick Plant Demolition
Attention Sumas First Nation Community members, 

On November 12, 2020, we will be starting the demolition of the Kilgard 
Brick Plant. 

We want to thank all of those who have a connection to the Brick Plant. 
We will be saving some of the historical pieces and pieces of 
significance for memorabilia purposes. 

Their is opportunity for members from the community to work with the 
contractors taking care of the salvage items that we plan on retaining.

Due to COVID, we cannot gather to perform our cultural duties. We 
will be hosting a Ceremony to Honour the Plant when it is safe to host 
gatherings.  

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Harmeet Rai @ 604-852-4041 ext 21
harmeet.rai@sumasfirstnation.com
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Kilgard Business Park
This is a very exciting time for SFN and a very busy time 
for the Sema:th Xo:tsa Developments team. Kilgard 

Park is finally under construction after years of preparation, several membership 
presentations and working very closely with the Semá:th Lands Department. I am 
sure you can imagine all the work that has gone into the project thus far! 

Kilgard Business Park presents 2.41 acres of prime leaseable commercial, retail, 
industrial and office space with 78,844 sq.ft. of leasable area. The development 
offers leasing opportunities in brand new multi-tenanted buildings with unit size’s 
ranging from 609 sq.ft. to 2,603 sq.ft. with the opportunity to lease up to 21,808 
sq.ft in a single building. 90% of the Business Park is leased to several different 
companies.

On Lot#130 you will notice that building 3 of the business park is amid construction. 
The lease for the entire building has been signed with the Indigenous owned Ravens 
Brewing Company, the footings are complete, and the precast walls are erect and 
exterior painting has begun. Soon you will notice the roofing of the building has 
begun. The grout and caulking of the panels will begin along side the electrical 
underground, and the mechanical underground work; then finally, the slab on 
the grade will be prepped and poured!  This building is expected to be complete 
with paving and curbs installed by January 25, 2021 if the weather holds up for 
construction.  

Building 2 precast walls will be erect by mid November as all the footings are near 
completion.

Several of the new Sema:th Xo:tsa Development Ltd. businesses will be located at 
this site, along with the new SXDL Office which will be opening in 2021. 

We will keep you informed as the process of construction continues. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Craig Hougen at 604-852-4041 ex: 201 or via 
email at Craig.Hougen@sxdl.ca or Jennette Pierre at 604-852-4041 ex: 106 or via 
email at Jennette.Pierre@sxdl.ca 
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Kilgard Business Park
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Kilgard Business Park
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Every Thursday From 9:00am - 1:00pm 
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Counseling 
Available 



Every Thursday From 9:00am - 1:00pm 
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November is Diabetes 
Awareness Month
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