
Sema:th Sema:th 

Sumas First Nation Community 
Newsletter March 2021

Our Next issue Dates 
 
April 1, 2021
May 7, 2021 

In This Issue: 

Page 2: Important Information 
Page 4: Education Update 
Page 7: Governance and Natural Resources 
Page 8: Traditional Use and Occupancy 	    
	      Study (“TUOS”) 
Page 9: Community Kitchen 
Page 11: Grads of the Week 
Page 12: Membership and Education 
Page 13: Congrats to the Annex Students
Page 14: Social Development 
Page 15: COVID update 
Page 16: CONTEST 
Page 17: External Opportunties   



. w

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Public Works  

Increase in Traffic along Sumas Mountain Road: 

Starting Wednesday March 3, 2021, we will have about 25 to 30 trucks 
moving out of the Brick plant site for approximately 15 days.

These trucks will be carrying out the construction debris which needs to be 
removed as part of demolition activities at the Brick plant.

There will be adequate safety and security measures adopted to ensure their 
safe passage along the Sumas Mountain Road.

However, we should be prepared for heavy trucking on Sumas Mountain 
Road.

If you have any questions about this, email 
harmeet.rai@sumasfirstnation.com

Community Garbage Bins: 

As part of the Spring Cleaning Initiative, the SFN Administration will  be 
providing 5 garbage bins in residential areas.

Dates are as under:
March 14 to 21, 2021
March 28 to April 05, 2021.

All Members should be encouraged to take advantage of these bins to empty 
out their houses of unwanted items.

For more information, email Harmeet Rai 
harmeet.rai@sumasfirstnation.com 
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Ratification Results: 

On Wednesday February 10, 2021, the Lands Department held a live
session for the results of the Ratification Vote. 

The Lands Department held five information sessions, and the results were 
YES Votes: 80.64% (50) 
NO Votes 17.74% (11)
REJECTED Votes 1.61% (1) 

On Tuesday March 2, 20201, Sumas Health and Wellness held the first 
COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic. We want to thank the Health Staff, FNHA, and Fraser 
Health for making sure that the Clinic ran smoothly.  
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Governance and Natural Resources 
Department 

WHO WE ARE? GNR is responsible for Governance issues such as the Election and 
Membership Codes. In relation to Natural Resources we respond to all off Reserve 
matters that affect the Nation.
 
WHO WE REPORT TO? Chief Silver and Councillor Ned.
 
WHEN WERE WE CREATED? In 2019 by Chief and Council.
 
WHAT WE ARE INVOLVED WITH? Our responsibility varies daily and is wide in 
scope, some key areas are as follows:

1. Our department will be called upon to address internal law and policy issues.
2. We interact with the Federal Government – particularly the Department of Fisheries 
& Oceans.
3. Address Provincial Government issues such as Forestry and Highways.  
4. At the Municipal level, work along side the City of Abbotsford on flooding risks for 
example in relation to the Bank Stabilization Program.
 
WHERE WE ARE? Currently, we have temporary offices in the Health Administration 
Building.
 
WHY WE EXIST? To develop a core Department that will monitor and protect the 
Nations rich history so that it is there in the future.

HOW WE WILL SUCCEED? With your valued comments and input.
 
YOUR GNR TEAM
 
Jenna Noppen, Executive Assistant
jenna.noppen@sumasfirstnation.com
 
Kevin O’Neill, Communications Officer
kevin.oneill@sumasfirstnation.com 

Richard Hall,  Director
richard.hall@sumasfirstnation.com



    

   Sqwélqwel Genealogy Chart Updates
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Greetings everyone! TUOS invites you to share any genealogy/
Sqwélqwel information to be included in the update of Sqwélqwel charts as part 
of the TUOS by March 15th 2021. Any updates will be included into the hard 
copy of the family lineage charts to be printed the end of March. These copies 
will be available to view at SFN April-May (date to be announced). Going forward, 
you can still work on your own individual or family Sqwélqwel chart at any time, 
separate from TUOS. Please see attached flyer from 
SRRMC Genealogist Lisa Davidson if you have information to share, please 
contact her.
 
Until then- be well and be safe, 

Meagan Gough TUOS Project Coordinator.

Traditional Use and Occupancy Study 
(“TUOS”) News
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Community Kitchen: Pandemic 
Style 

We want to take this time to thank anyone who has been participating in the 
Community Kitchen. Here are some of the highlights of the meals that people 
have been making! 

Week 1: Garden Vegetable Soup with Turkey
Week 2: Red Pepper Chicken
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Congratulations to our Yale Secondary Grad’s of the 
Week. Jacqueline Silver and Dezirae Ned-Nash.   
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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