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Semá:th Temporary Fish Weir – Notice of temporary installment of non-
permanent foundation structures for temporary fish weir project for 
2024. 
 

2024 marks the second year of the four-year project, following the pilot fish weir run in 2023. 

The goal of the project is to assess the feasibility of safe and effective fish capture, handling, 

release, and by-pass through behavioral assessments. The weir will be operated as a live-

capture and release facility for all stocks of concern, where fish survival and wellbeing are of 

paramount importance. In addition, the pilot weir will be used to assess installation efficiency, 

structure stability, operational flexibility, and guidance effectiveness for harvest of target 

species. Supporting activities will be implemented to provide environmental monitoring of the 

impacts the structure has on migrating stocks in the Sumas-Chilliwack River. 
 

Where: Approximately 400-meters downstream of the Keith Wilson Bridge, Abbotsford BC 

(49.105533, -122.080496).  

Access to the site was coordinated with the City of Abbotsford through gate access at No. 2 Rd 
and Boundary Rd. (Site and concept photos attached below). 
 

When: Tuesday March 26, 2024  - Wednesday April 3, 2024. 
 

What to Expect: Trucks accessing gate through No. 2 Rd. and Boundary Rd., crossing over the 

dike to the site temporarily. Machinery to place foundational material at site, adhering to our 

Environmental Protection Plan and overseen by Semá:th Environmental Monitors during all 

operations. 
 

Semá:th staff and external consultants present at site – happy to answer questions and provide 

information. 

During in-season operation, a minimum angling boundary of 50 meters upstream and 50 

meters downstream of the weir will be enforced, and a motorized vessel boundary of 100 
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meters upstream and 100 meters downstream of the weir. Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

(DFO) will assist in enforcing the boundary which is essential to ensure no interference to the 

scientific data collection and safety of all water users. Semá:th thanks all users for their 

compliance and support.  
 

For questions and inquiries please reach out to:  

• Amanda Gawor, Natural Resources Officer at amanda.gawor@sumasfirstnation.com or  

• Kira Sawatzky, Aquatic Biologist at kira.sawatzky@sumasfirstnation.com.  
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